Human giardiasis: correlation of specific secretory IgA levels in duodenal fluid to the severity of disease and infestation by Giardia lamblia.
Giardia lamblia specific secretory immunoglobulin A (sIgA) levels in the duodenal fluid of adult giardiasis cases are reported for the first time. The sIgA levels in the study group were found to be significantly higher (p less than 0.01) than in the 20 age- and sex-matched controls comprising cases classified as non-ulcerative dyspepsia who did nor reveal any G. lamblia in their stools and the duodenal fluid. An inverse relationship between the clinical severity of giardiasis and the level of sIgA in the duodenal fluid was noted. Cases with a higher trophozoite load in duodenal aspirate tended to be associated with envanescent G. lamblia-specific antibodies.